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TITLE OF THE REVIEW 

Interventions to Improve Maternal, Newborn and Reproductive Health in Crisis Settings: A 
Systematic Review 

BACKGROUND 

The review will identify and synthesize evidence of effects of health system and population 
health interventions aimed at improving maternal, newborn and reproductive health in 
crisis/emergency situations. It will focus on health system strategies to improve the 
effectiveness, efficiency and equity in the delivery of clinical and public health services in 
such settings, taking into consideration the delivery, financial, and governance arrangements 
as well as the implementation strategies as proposed by Lewin et al. (2008).The clinical and 
public health services addressed by the health system intervention(s) could be it for the 
purpose of prevention, treatment or rehabilitation, aimed at improving maternal and 
newborn health as well as reproductive health of women in its broadest sense as defined by 
the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD, 1994). These could 
include service packages to reduce maternal and neonatal morbidity and mortality, and 
service packages that enhance/promote the sexual and reproductive wellness/wellbeing of 
woman in crisis/emergency settings (eg. access to basic reproductive health/family planning 
services such contraceptives, ANC etc; prevention of all forms of sexual violence; prevention 
and treatment of reproductive tract infections and diseases etc.). 

The review is part of a doctoral thesis for a PhD in International Health at the University of 
Oslo. The research is part of a wider project at the Centre for the Study of Civil War, Peace 
Research Institute Oslo (CSCW, PRIO) on the impact of armed conflict on maternal and 
reproductive health in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

The findings of the review is hoped to benefit organizations providing health care in 
humanitarian emergencies such as MSF, IRC, CARE, Save the Child etc. It could also be 
useful for organizations that fund health care provision in humanitarian settings. 

OBJECTIVES 

The objective of the review is to identify and synthesise evidence on effects of interventions 
to deliver maternal and reproductive health care in emergency settings. 

EXISTING REVIEWS 

To the best of our knowledge, there are no reviews and titles on this issue. 
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INTERVENTION 

The interventions must be specifically developed to improve women and/or newborn, 
and/or reproductive health in such settings and may or may not be part of a bigger package 
of interventions. Health system interventions for post traumatic stress disorders will not be 
included as they do not specifically fall in the realm of maternal and reproductive health and 
tend to affect populations across all genders and age groups. As such, it can be best 
addressed in a separate review.     

Based on the number of eligible studies retrieved, interventions will be classified with 
respect to the emergency setting in which they are delivered: armed conflict and natural 
disaster, as well as the nature/type of structure providing the intervention: facility-based and 
non facility-based. We shall equally look at the type of personnel delivering the intervention 
(skilled and unskilled). Other important characteristics may also be explored at the protocol 
stage. 

POPULATION 

The review will include studies involving women and newborns living in crisis/emergency 
settings. For the purpose of the review, an emergency setting is “used to refer to situations of 
armed conflict or natural disaster, often involving the displacement of populations, 
sometimes as refugees, other times as internally displaced people (IDPs)” (WHO, 2007, 6) .      

OUTCOMES 

Main:  maternal morbidity and mortality; neonatal morbidity and mortality; and ANC 
coverage.     

Specific outcomes of interest will include but not limited to patient; service utilization, 
coverage or access; quality of care; social; equity; resource use; and adverse effect outcomes. 
The specific outcomes under these categories will be laid out during protocol development.    

STUDY DESIGNS 

Types of studies to be considered include: Randomized controlled trials (RCTs), Non-
randomized controlled trials (NRCTs), Controlled before-after CBA (studies), and 
Interrupted time series (ITS) and repeated measures studies.     
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REVIEW AUTHORS 

Lead review author: The lead author is the person who develops and co-ordinates the 
review team, discusses and assigns roles for individual members of the review team, liaises 
with the editorial base and takes responsibility for the on-going updates of the review. 

Name: Chi Primus Che      

Title: Doctoral Researcher/ PhD student  

Affiliation: Peace Research Institute Oslo(PRIO)/ University of Oslo (UiO)      

Address: Hausmanns Gate 7/ PO box 9229 Grønland      

City, State, Province or County: Oslo  

Postal Code: 0134      

Country: Norway  

Phone: +47 22 54 77 54    /  +47 46 57 55 47      

Email: chiprimus@gmail.com      
 
Co-author(s): (There should be at least one co-author) 
Name:  Henrik Urdal       

Title: Senior Researcher      

Affiliation: Peace Research Institute Oslo(PRIO)   

Address:   Hausmanns Gate 7/ PO box 9229 Grønland      

City, State, Province or County: Oslo  

Postal Code: 0134      

Country: Norway  
 
Co-author(s): (There should be at least one co-author) 

Name:  Odidika UJ Umeora  

Title: Associate Professor of Obstetrics & Gynaecology      

Affiliation:  Ebonyi State University      

Address:  

City, State, Province or County:  Abakaliki   

Postal Code:  

Country: Nigeria  

 

Co-author(s): (There should be at least one co-author) 
Name:  Johanne Sundby       

Title: Head of Department/ Professor of Obstetrics & Gynaecology       
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Affiliation: University of Oslo  

Address: Kirkeveien 166, Fredrik Holsts hus      

City, State, Province or County: Oslo  

Postal Code: 0450      

Country: Norway  

  

 

Duplicate the above table as necessary to include all co-authors. 

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

No potential conflict of interest to declare.  

FUNDING 

No specific funding received. No specific deadline for the review.  

PRELIMINARY TIMEFRAME  

Note, if the protocol or review are not submitted within 6 months and 18 months of title 
registration, respectively, the review area is opened up for other authors. 

• Date you plan to submit a draft protocol: 01/11/2012     

• Date you plan to submit a draft review: 01/07/2013     

DECLARATION 

Authors’ responsibilities 

By completing this form, you accept responsibility for preparing, maintaining, and updating 
the review in accordance with Campbell Collaboration policy. The Coordinating Group will 
provide as much support as possible to assist with the preparation of the review.  

A draft protocol must be submitted to the Coordinating Group within one year of title 
acceptance. If drafts are not submitted before the agreed deadlines, or if we are unable to 
contact you for an extended period, the Coordinating Group has the right to de-register the 
title or transfer the title to alternative authors. The Coordinating Group also has the right to 
de-register or transfer the title if it does not meet the standards of the Coordinating Group 
and/or the Campbell Collaboration.  
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You accept responsibility for maintaining the review in light of new evidence, comments and 
criticisms, and other developments, and updating the review every five years, when 
substantial new evidence becomes available, or, if requested, transferring responsibility for 
maintaining the review to others as agreed with the Coordinating Group. 

Publication in the Campbell Library 

The support of the Coordinating Group in preparing your review is conditional upon your 
agreement to publish the protocol, finished review and subsequent updates in the Campbell 
Library. Concurrent publication in other journals is encouraged. However, a Campbell 
systematic review should be published either before, or at the same time as, its publication in 
other journals. Authors should not publish Campbell reviews in journals before they are 
ready for publication in the Campbell Library. Authors should remember to include a 
statement mentioning the published Campbell review in any non-Campbell publications of 
the review. 

I understand the commitment required to undertake a Campbell review, and 
agree to publish in the Campbell Library. Signed on behalf of the authors: 

Form completed by: Chi Primus Date: 19 September 2012 
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